Jokin 17 Sﬂmﬂ/lh truth, Loved tn Unity

In reference to the Bible, when 1 think of um’ty, 97 think of two verses in yarticu(ar The ﬁrst is
John 17 The scripture passage Cinc[y read for us. It was Jesus praying for the unity of all
believers. That is, the ones he had with him at that time and the ones tﬁrougﬁout ﬁistory up to
and inc(ucﬁng us tocfay. How important do you think unity is 1f Jesus ﬁimseﬁf pmyec[ for it,
the oneness (f all his believers? When we [isten to the words of Jesus’ prayer there are certain
words rejoeatec[ several times and that stick out and Ering out a &e}o meaning within his
prayer.

The ﬁ’rst word is g(ory— Jesus is remincfing God and those that hear his words that he ﬁimseﬁc
was with God in the ﬁeginning and that he alone held g[ory Before Eecoming incarnate as a
human ﬁeing. That is Christ was one with God in g[ory Eefore he lowered ﬁimseg to earth as
we are told in Phil 2.

The second word is to know. We are told that to know God and that God sent Jesus Christ
“This is eternal flfe.” Wow! Did you read that, to know God is eternal ﬁfe? The next word is
the world. Jesus says that he is not in the world and that his afiscijo&as do not Ee[ong to the
world. For, he says, the world does not know God. The world does not know God- tﬁerefore, the
world is not eternal. Now 1 have said Before when goeaﬁing (y( the world it means that the
world has its own agemfa, _power, control, or segcisﬁ desires, whereas goc[ syeaﬁs to um’ty, to
equa[ity, to justice and all creation (iving ina reci}ﬂ’ocaf community where the wef(—ﬁeing (gf all
suyerseﬁs the wants of “power, control or seg[isﬁ desires of individuals or small groups. gocf’s

pfcm for the world is where love is the a[riving force, not power control or segcisﬁ desires.



The last word 1 want to _point out to you is “to be one.” This then is the basis for Jesus’ prayer,
that all believers be united as one. Just as God and Christ are one, as Christ is in God, so the
believers in Christ and all are one. Comy&ete(y one.

Now This is Jesus’ prayer, But let us look at another “passage that 1 believe is also ca[(ing
creation to this um’ty. f}oﬁ. 6 12 For our stmggﬂa is not against enemies of fﬁasﬁ and blood, but
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic _powers of this present darkness,
against the goiritua[ forces cf evil in the ﬁeaven[}/ p[aces. 13 T ﬁerefore take up the whole armor
@( god, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil cfay and ﬁaving done everytﬁing, to
stand firm. 14 Stand tﬁerefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the
Ereasty(ate of rigﬁteousness. 15 As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you reacfy to
procfaim the gosye[ of “peace. 16 With all (f these, take the shield @( faitﬁ, with which you will be
able to quencﬁ all the ffaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word @( God.

These verses vemind us that we are not in a battle with f&esﬁ and blood. That is, we are not in
a struggﬁz with other humans, but rather it is syim’tua( forces. S}airitua[ forces are the ideas,
the worﬁings of this world which tell peoy&e you need to have control or seek _power to survive.
Have you ever heard someone say “yeaﬁ that is a great tﬁougﬁt, but the world doesn’t work
that way?” fxactfy. The world does not know God and God’s }ofan for how the world should
work. Justice, equafity, ﬂeeaﬁ)m for all. With so many fo[[owing this world’s schemes for
individualism, for seg"isﬁ gains that go contrary to gocf’s }ofan of com}o&zte oneness.

Now to ﬁm’ng it all back to Jesus’ prayer. The reason that we must be united, the reason that
Christians must show the faitﬁ and teach others to know God, to seek God’s y[an for creation

and not this world’s strugg[é for power and control is to achieve this um’ty, this oneness. 'Jf we



are “comp(etefy one, so that the world may know that you have sent me, and have loved them
(that is all the peoy&a of the world) you have loved them as you love me.” We as believers know
that God’s love is what makes the world continue. T ﬁrougﬁ our unity and examjofe of justice,
forgiveness, reconciliation, and love, the world may know god, and all may be united as one
peoy&a united in love. It starts at home, it starts at our local congregation, and moves into our
communities, into our counties, our states, and our COUntry,. T eacﬁing how to be united
tﬁrougﬁ our exam]aﬁa @( (oving ﬁumanity as God so loved us. All the while strugg[ing against
the 5}9iritua[ forces that [ie to us that power, control, and seg[isﬁness is the onfy way this world

will exist. Let us go fortﬁ and show the world what unity is all about, what God’s love can do

for this world.



